








It is with a great sense of loss that we record the passing of one of our most beloved emeritus professors,
John C. Bailar, Jr. According to Professor Theodore Brown, Director of the Beckman Institute at the University
of llinois, “Professor John C. Bailar has had an extremely important influence on the development of coordination
chemistry in the United States. He, more than any other single person, was responsible for the advancement
of inorganic chemistry in this country.”

He was co-founder and chairman of the Division of Inorganic Chemistry of the American Chemical Society
1957-58, as well as President of the American Chemical Society, 1959. He was author of The Chemistry of Coordination
Compounds, 1956 and Editor of Irorganic Syntheses, Volume IV, 1953, a series he helped establish. From 1941-1967
he was Head of the Division of Inorganic Chemistry at the University of Ilincis. A highlight of his career was
to receive the only Werner Gold Medal ever awarded, on the occasion of the 100th anniversary of the birth of
the Swiss chemist, Alfred Werner, the recognized “Father of Coordination Chemistry.”

Despite his accomplishments as a researcher, Professor Bailar’s first love was teaching and working with
students. At Illinois he did both, as director of general chemistry and of the student placement program. In
describing the role of the teacher, Bailar said, “I agree with the Greek philosopher that the mind is not a vessel
to be filled, but a pyre to be lit.” His love of teaching was communicated to his students, a very large fraction
of whoin went into academia. Of the 90 chemists who received their Ph.D. degrees under Bailar’s supervision,
three became president of the American Chemical Society.

A colleague described Professor Bailar as someone who “had a way of bringing out the best in each of the
students who came his way. John was a patient man, but demanded in the end that the result was one of high
quality. He always looked to educating the students beyond mere chemistry. He was concerned that the whole
person be educated.”

Professor Bailar was born in Golden, Colorado where his father was a chemist and professor at the Colorado
School of Mines. Chemistry came naturally to him and he received both his BS and MA degrees in chemistry
from the University of Colorado. Bailar took his Ph.D. in organic chemistry under Moses Gomberg at the
University of Michigan in 1928. Despite offers from industry he chose the University of Illinois where he would
have an opportunity to teach. He joined the faculty in 1928 and stayed at Illincis long after his retirement in
1972. The only noticeable difference was that after retirement he spent seven hours daily in his office instead
of twelve,
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His work has received significant recognition world wide. Among his awards were the Priestley Medal of
the American Chemical Society in 1964, the American Chemical Society Award in Chemical Education 1961, and
the American Chemical Society Award for Distinguished Service in the Advancement of Inorganic Chemistry,
1972. He was the first University of [llinois Professor to receive the Frank P. Dwyer Medal of the Chemical Society
of New South Wales in 1965 and the ]. Heyrovsky Medal of the Czechoslovakian Academy of Science in 1978.
He received honorary doctoral degrees from the University of Buffalo and the University of Colorado, both in
1959, from Lehigh University in 1973 and from Monmouth College in 1983,

Addibional publications of which Professor Bailar was author/editor include Chernistry with several of his
students, 1978 and 1984, University Chemistry with T. Moeller and J. Kleinberg, 1965, General Chemistry for Colleges
with B.5. Hopkins, 1956, Essentials of General Chemistry with B.S. Hopkins, 1946, and nearly 300 research papers.

On the occasion of his retiremnent, Bailar’s students and colleagues established the Bailar Lecture and Gold
Medal at the University of Illinois. Among the distinguished speakers in this lecture series have been Nobel
Laureate Henry Taube, Fred Basolo, Richard Holm, Earl Muetterties, George Parshall, Daryle Busch, Harry Gray,
Robert Bergman, Jack Halpern, John Corbett, Larry Dahl, and Fred Hauthorne.

During his 80th birthday symposium, one of the speakers commented, “Only those who have worked
closely with John Bailar over many years can fully appreciate his spirit of dedication that has inspired several
generations of younger scientists. His impact on the chemical community is clear to all.” Bailar’s response at
the end of the symposium was, “You have to think young,” and he added, “I go along with Robert Browning,
who said, ‘The best is yet to be.””














































